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was now poured over the celebrated Trimurti, must
have enchanted the thirsty shades of the "water-loving
Mahadeo." The Hindoos, assembled to see what
was going on, were astonished and delighted, and so,
in fact, were we, to discover how clear, sharp, and
beautiful the sculptures stood out, after being played
upon for a couple of hours, and well scrubbed with
hard brushes in every corner. This service certainly
had not been performed upon them for three centuries
at the least, and possibly not for a thousand years.

At the next sitting of our grand committee on
Shiva's well-washed countenance, the following notes
were made by Mr. Erskine. "The face looking east
has a fine Roman nose, and its brow is swollen, and
protruded between the eyes. This was at first regarded
as only the swelling protuberance between and above
the eyelids, which is remarked by physiognomists to
be indicative of passion; but having been led to more
careful examination of it by Captain Basil Hall, to
whose unwearied curiosity the present account owes
much of the accuracy that it may possess; and, from
comparing it with similar protuberances on the brow of
other figures in the cave, I have little doubt that it
represents the third eye of Shiva, from which flame is
supposed to issue, and fire by which the world is
finally to be destroyed. As Shiva had five heads, though
he had only one such eye, it is represented on his
principal head alone, which, of course, is that looking
eastward." [As the centre head faces the north, this
observation refers to that which is turned to the right
hand, or is looking towards the spectator's left.] "He
has mustachios," adds the writer, "on his upper lip;
and he and one other figure in the eastern wing are the
only figures in the cave that have them. At the corner
of each of his lips a tusk projects over the under lip.
The lower lip of all the figures at Elephanta seems
thickish, and more African than Asiatic. His tongue
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